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As international attention turns to the growing confrontation over humanitarian access to Gaza, the territory remains the unresolved center of Middle Eastern instability.
The humanitarian catastrophe—marked by hunger, disease risk, and collapsing water systems and severe aid shortages—continues. The suffering of civilians persists largely out of sight.

Ignoring Gaza now will not bring stability to the region. It will ensure that the violence spreads. 
As a former senior U.S. diplomat, I led the Trump administration’s humanitarian response to the Venezuelan migration crisis across South America.

Later, as USAID’s Senior Coordinator for Foreign Assistance at the State Department, I oversaw humanitarian responses to crises including Ukraine, Sudan, and Syria. As the State Department’s Managing Director for Planning, Performance and Systems, I helped oversee conflict strategy globally. I have worked in war and conflict environments in Iraq, Nigeria, El Salvador, Nicaragua, and Guatemala.

Hamas has been militarily degraded. More than 70,000 Palestinians in Gaza have been killed, many of them women and children. More than 1,200 Israelis were killed in the October 7, 2023 attacks. Since then, the war has devastated hospitals, schools, and homes. Hunger, displacement, and famine-level conditions remain widespread.

There is no further military objective that justifies the continuation of this devastation. The United States must now act—not with more rhetoric, but with resolve. We must lead a solution that guarantees Israel’s security within Israel while ensuring the security, freedom, and dignity of Palestinians within Palestine.

The United States has provided billions of dollars in military support to Israel. We have repeatedly shielded Israel from international censure. Now, with the United States in joint military action with Israel against Iran, America is increasingly viewed not as a neutral broker—but as a direct participant in the conflict. That perception is eroding American credibility and weakening our ability to lead.

The United States must now lead. The United States should be prepared to use its logistical capabilities—including military airlift if necessary—to ensure aid reaches civilians. Normally, humanitarian aid would move through civilian channels. But those channels have been repeatedly constrained or blocked. If access cannot be secured through civilian means, the United States must be prepared to use its military logistical capacity to ensure that life-saving aid reaches civilians without delay.

This is not a combat mission. There would be no American troops deployed inside Gaza. But the logistical capabilities of the U.S. military are unmatched, and they should be used to deliver life-saving assistance quickly and reliably.

Humanitarian aid must not be blocked or delayed. The recent interception of international aid flotillas and the diplomatic fallout that followed demonstrate that humanitarian access has itself become a central battlefield in the conflict. Jordan should play a central role in the next phase, alongside Türkiye. Both countries possess regional credibility and relationships that could help coordinate humanitarian distribution and restore order to aid delivery inside Gaza.

Working with Jordan, Türkiye, the United Nations, and other international partners, humanitarian distribution inside Gaza can be restored in a way that respects international humanitarian law and prevents chaos.

The United States, working with the United Nations and its partners, should rely on experienced international humanitarian organizations such as Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors Without Borders), Oxfam, Save the Children, and the Norwegian Refugee Council. These organizations operate according to the principles of neutrality, impartiality, and independence — standards essential to effective humanitarian response.

The United States should not rely on improvised or politicized aid mechanisms such as the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation, a U.S.- and Israel-backed initiative that bypassed experienced humanitarian organizations and failed to meet widely accepted standards of neutrality, independence, and humanitarian best practice. Humanitarian aid must never be used as an instrument of military strategy or political leverage; it must be delivered according to internationally recognized humanitarian principles.

At the same time, the United States must insist on the immediate release of all remaining hostages held by Hamas. Their continued captivity is unacceptable and must end.

Justice must also be applied consistently. The United States should also call for due process and legal transparency regarding Palestinians held in Israeli detention without trial.

Peace cannot be built on selective justice. History offers a powerful example of the leadership this moment requires. 
In 1956, during the Suez Crisis, President Dwight Eisenhower demanded that Britain, France, and Israel withdraw their forces from Egypt and the Sinai Peninsula. Despite immense political pressure, Eisenhower acted to prevent a wider regional war and to uphold international law. 
It is time again for the United States to show that same resolve—to use its power, including the logistical capabilities necessary, to do what is right, even when allies resist.

In 1956, America spoke—and the world listened. Today’s Middle East crisis is far more complex, but the principle remains the same: leadership requires courage. The United States cannot allow Gaza to become a permanent humanitarian disaster or a forgotten war that continues to fuel instability across the region.

America’s values are peace, justice, the rule of law, and a humanitarian response to suffering. This moment will not be judged by speeches or political rallies. It will be judged by whether we used American power responsibly—to protect life, restore stability, and lead with fairness when the world needed it most.

Now is the moment for American leadership to live up to those values.
· Steven E. Hendrix is a former senior U.S. diplomat who served as USAID Senior Coordinator for Foreign Assistance and led U.S. humanitarian operations in conflict environments.

